
 

 

Annisquam Sewing Circle Meeting 
Minutes 
October 8, 2019 
 

The meeting was called to order at 1:32 p.m. 

Wendy Banks opened the meeting with a welcome and a moment of silence for Anthea Brigham.  She 

announced that directories are in and can be obtained from Nancy Martin when dues are paid.  

Nancy Martin gave the Treasurer’s Report.  We have $11,016.40 in the bank. To date, $245 in dues has 

been collected, and last month, a check for $500 was sent to the Bahama Relief Effort.  A motion to 

accept the Treasure’s Report was approved by unanimous vote.  

Vicki Bourneuf read the September Meeting Minutes. A motion to accept them was approved by 

unanimous vote.  

Sunshine Chair Emily Murphy reported that Anthea Brigham passed away last week.  A card was sent to 

her husband, Chet.  Nancy Martin will issue a $50 check to the Village Hall Library in Anthea’s memory, 

which is traditionally done when a member passes away.  

Membership Chair Deb Ebling was not present.  Acting on her behalf, Kate Meader read a letter from 

Cynthia Borghensani nominating Peggy Howard Kohler for membership.  A motion to accept the 

nomination was made and unanimously approved.  We currently have 49 Active, 17 Associate and 6 

Honorary members. 

Today’s tea hostesses are Jolene Hentchel, Ann Mannle, Nancy Davis and Emily Murphy.  

Finance Chair Sue Willis was not present to report. Wendy Banks noted that we received a thank you 

note from the Gloucester Educational Foundation and an invitation to their annual donor celebration on 

Wednesday, November 6 the Bass Rocks Golf Club.  

Publicity Chair Perry McIntosh reported that Christmas Fair signs have been printed for display at the 

upcoming Arts and Crafts show.  Christmas Fair information has been sent to publications that have a 

long lead time. 

Scholarship Chair Carolyn Rogers had nothing new to report.  

Martha Hooper and Jolene Hentchel had nothing to report for the Nominating Committee. 

Website liaison Suzanne Brown has posted revised tips for tea hostesses is on the website.  If you don’t 

have a photo on the site, please send one to Suzanne. 

Wendy Banks reported that discussion about updating the Circle bylaws has been tabled for a later date, 

as the bylaws subcommittee doesn’t feel prepared at this time. 

A discussion about the upcoming Christmas Fair ensued.  

• Sue Harris needs volunteers to help make bows   

• Gigs Cunningham and Rosalie Hughes will head the Craft Table 

• Vicki Bourneuf and Donna Caselden will head the Jewelry Table 



 

 

• Someone is still needed to head the Gourmet Table.   

• The first workshop, which will be on October 22, is wiring pinecones.  

• There will be a workshop to make birdfeeders and birdhouses again this year, probably at Kate 

Meader’s house.  Two other workshops will be held in the Leonard Room on November 12 and 

26 at 12:15 p.m. 

• Wendy noted that we’re still looking for other ideas, ideally things that are relatively simple, that 

can be completed in an hour and people want to buy.  Wendy is happy to get supplies to make it 

happen.  

• The idea for creating a quilt in 40 minutes using scraps was proposed.  Suzanne Brown will send a 

video describing how it’s done.  She will also post a photo of the quilt created during Rita Teele’s 

presentation at the last meeting.  It was noted that the quilt is a snapshot of the Sewing Circle and 

its members at this time.  

• Ellen Stone showed bottles with fairy lights inside as a possible craft. 

• Wendy Banks suggested holding craft workshops throughout the year to get a jumpstart on the 

Christmas Fair.  

Suzanne Brown has moved Anthea Brigham’s name to the “in memorium” page of the website.  

This year’s Arts and Crafts Show will feature 39 crafters and artists; six of them are new this year. 

Deb Bird announced that there will be a Pasture clean-up on the morning of October 26 from 9:00-11:30 

a.m.  Bring clippers and a tarp if you have one.  Coffee and donuts will be served. 

Gigs Cunningham noted that the Library Committee has worked very hard to cull old books and add new 

ones. She urged everyone to come and see what’s new. 

Library Teas start on November 14.  A sign-up is on the bulletin board for anyone who wants to host a tea 

between now and April.   

Mark Williamson was suggested as a very competent handyman in response to a query asking for a good 

handyman recommendation.   

A new Whole Foods Market is opening in Beverly on October 17.   

The Village Hall Library will be open Saturday mornings from 9 to 11 a.m. starting November 2.  Books, 

newspapers, coffee, tea, muffins and a warm fire will welcome everyone. The committee will host the 

first few Saturdays but would like others to host after that. The Library will be open on Columbus Day.  

Jaye Whittier visited Chet Brigham and suggested that people who have been in his lunch group make a 

quick visit. A memorial service for both Chet and Anthea will be held after Chet dies.  

The meeting was adjourned at 2:09 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Vicki Bourneuf 


